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Youth
Prepare in Advance

Facilitator:  In advance of  the session:

• Retrieve, review, and have ready the media listed 
below (links are provided on this session’s webpage).

• Review today’s scripture text and the session 
activities to help better facilitate the discussion.

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Suffering

Read the Sports Illustrated article about Gary 
Carter or summarize it for your group.

Use these questions to facilitate discussion.

• Why does it seem so unfair to the writer that Gary 
Carter would be suffering through terminal cancer? 
Have you ever experienced something similar; where 
bad things happen to good people? How do you 
make sense of  those situations?

• Do people usually get what they deserve? Why or 
why not? Should people get what they deserve? Why 
or why not?

• How do you feel about life being unfair? How does 
an unfair world affect your view of  God? Explain.

Tragedy

Read Luke 13:1-9 and watch the Bible Background 
Video for this session.

• What happened in these two events that Jesus is 
referring to? How did the people try to make sense 
of  these tragedies? Why can we not associate 
someone’s misfortune with his/her sins? 

• Why does Jesus not give an explanation for these 
tragic events? What does Jesus’ explanation say 
about the unpredictability of  life?

• What is the significance of  the parable Jesus tells? 
How might this be relevant to someone who needs 
to repent? 

Life

• What recent tragedies catch your attention from the 
news? Where do you think God was during those 
events? How did it affect you and/or change your 
behavior when you reflected on those tragedies? 
Why did it have that affect?

• Why does it take a tragic event for us to self  reflect 
about our own lives?

• Play the Braveheart clip. 

• What did William Wallace mean by “every man 
dies, not every man really lives”?

• How might Jesus be talking about life in this passage 
rather than about death? How is the way you live 
your life more important than the way you die?

• How can you live your life in a way that you will not 
regret the decisions you have made? How can this 
group help to keep each other accountable to living 
each day to the fullest in Christ?

Close in prayer.
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