
West,	  Texas	  Response	  

Rick	  McClatchy,	  Field	  Coordinator	  of	  CBF	  of	  Texas	  has	  been	  in	  touch	  with	  John	  Crowder,	  pastor	  of	  First	  Baptist	  Church	  
of	  West,	  Texas.	  	  All	  of	  the	  community	  is	  still	  numb;	  most	  have	  not	  been	  allowed	  back	  to	  their	  homes;	  they	  are	  having	  
multiple	  funerals	  this	  week.	  	  First	  Baptist	  Church	  received	  damage	  and	  feel	  fairly	  certain	  repairs	  can	  be	  done.	  	  
Crowder,	  however,	  was	  not	  so	  lucky.	  	  His	  house	  was	  damaged	  and	  very	  likely	  uninhabitable.	  

West,	  Texas	  officials	  along	  with	  state	  and	  federal	  ones	  are	  not	  allowing	  anyone	  into	  the	  affected	  areas	  until	  it	  is	  
cleared.	  	  They	  are	  allowing	  families	  to	  go	  to	  their	  homes	  only	  when	  it	  is	  safe.	  	  Unsolicited	  volunteers	  are	  not	  
welcomed	  at	  this	  time.	  

McClatchy	  sent	  the	  following	  email	  to	  CBF	  of	  Texas	  constituents:	  

I spoke to John Crowder, pastor of FBC West, this morning to get an update on the situation there.  Here is a 
brief report of what he told me. 

The authorities are examining the homes that have been affected.  The owners are not allowed to go back into 
them until they have determined if they are structurally safe to enter.  Those on the outer edge of the blast 
zone have had their homes inspected and the owners have been allowed to enter them.  However, they have 
not been allowed to move back in yet because the utilities are still not on yet in the area for safety 
reasons.  Some of the homes closest to the blast area are so damaged that is probable that the owners will 
not be allowed to go back into them.  John's home is one of the closest homes and he thinks that he will not be 
able to repair it.  He hopes that it will have enough structural integrity that he can retrieve some personal 
items.  As of this morning he had not even been able to see his home, some police officials had shown him 
pictures from the outside.  FBC church also received some damage but John said they are working with the 
insurance company now to make a settlement for the repairs. 

He stated that he believes that everyone has a place to stay and that temporary housing and shelter is being 
taken care of.  He asked that no more supplies such as clothing and diapers be sent.  They had more than 
enough and that FEMA had even refused to receive some truck loads because there was not place to put all 
the excess.  Texas Baptist Men were there helping with feeding, as a first responder group.   

I asked John what he thought might be helpful in the future, regarding disaster recovery.  He thought that 
volunteers to help owners clean up the debris in the homes might be helpful, once they are allowed to return, 
which could be a week or two down the road.  He said some of the home had the ceilings to collapse leaving 
sheet rock and insulation on everything.  This would be an example of the type of clean up that might be 
done.   

If you have some people interested in doing this type of clean-up work, please do NOT have them contact 
John.  They will need to go the BGCT website  http://texasbaptists.org/disaster/volunteer-corps/ and 
register.  CBF and BGCT are trying direct all volunteers through this process.  At the BGCT Marla Bearden will 
be working with disaster recovery and for CBF it is Tommy Deal.  Both CBF and BGCT will try to coordinate 
their volunteer efforts for disaster recovery.   

  

John asked me to please ask people not to call him about volunteers because he said his phone has not 
stopped ringing.  He appreciated the concern but he needs to be free to deal with some immediate issues right 
now.  He is trying to minister to the community and have funerals for friends, work with the insurance 
company for the church repairs, arrange for church services outside, and deal with his own housing 
needs.  We can help him a great deal by not placing all these extra phone calls own at this time.  So please 
help John out in this way.  

If you have questions about any of this information please feel free to call me. 



Thanks, 
Rick McClatchy 
210-488-8169  

	  

Tommy	  Deal,	  CBF	  U.S.	  Disaster	  Response	  Coordinator	  has	  had	  conversations	  with	  Baptist	  General	  Convention	  of	  
Texas	  (BGCT/Texas	  Baptists)	  leaders,	  especially	  Marla	  Bearden	  who	  is	  heading	  up	  Texas	  Baptists’	  recovery	  response	  
to	  West.	  	  Bearden	  welcomes	  CBF’s	  partnership	  and	  is	  encouraged	  that	  volunteers	  from	  CBF	  and	  Texas	  Baptists	  and	  
beyond	  will	  be	  needed	  in	  the	  weeks	  to	  come.	  

In	  the	  coming	  weeks,	  plans	  will	  begin	  to	  take	  shape	  for	  rebuilding	  and	  recovery.	  	  	  All	  individuals	  and	  groups	  from	  CBF	  
are	  encouraged	  to	  connect	  through	  Texas	  Baptists’	  webpage.	  	  There,	  one	  will	  fine	  current	  listings	  of	  needs	  as	  well	  as	  
a	  way	  to	  sign	  up	  for	  emails:	  www.texasbaptists.org/disaster.	  	  Those	  wishing	  to	  be	  ready	  when	  the	  call	  for	  volunteers	  
comes	  should	  go	  to	  the	  “Volunteer	  Corps”	  tab	  and	  signup.	  

Pray	  for	  pastors	  and	  other	  care	  givers	  in	  the	  areas,	  for	  they,	  too	  have	  been	  affected.	  	  As	  they	  are	  walking	  through	  the	  
valley	  of	  the	  shadow	  of	  death	  with	  their	  congregations	  and	  neighbors,	  they	  are	  needing	  to	  help	  their	  own	  family	  
consider	  how	  their	  lives	  will	  move	  on.	  

Financial	  contributions	  are	  an	  expedient	  way	  to	  give	  directly	  to	  needs	  being	  met	  on	  the	  ground.	  	  With	  financial	  gifts,	  
CBFResponds	  can	  wire	  money	  to	  help	  meet	  immediate	  needs.	  	  You	  may	  give	  online	  at	  
www.thefellowship.info/Give/Donate.	  	  Please	  designate	  your	  give	  to	  “Disaster	  Response	  Ministries.”	  Or	  you	  may	  mail	  
a	  check	  to	  CBF,	  “Disaster	  Response	  Ministries,”	  2930	  Flowers	  Road	  South,	  Ste	  133,	  Atlanta,	  GA	  30341.	  	  All	  
contributions	  are	  tax	  deductible	  and	  will	  be	  directly	  used	  to	  help	  those	  affected	  by	  disasters.	  

Any	  questions	  or	  inquiries	  can	  be	  directed	  to	  Tommy	  Deal,	  tdeal@thefellowship.info,	  or	  706-‐313-‐5066.	  


