
QUOTES taken from “A Thread Called Grace”

1. “I guess it doesn't matter how many times it happened, only that it did. And it singed a part of  my soul in a way I 
can't explain. Now it only hurts when I press down on the injury, but at the time, I lived with a dull throb and 
occasional shooting pains.”

2. “Now is the time for those who bear the name of  Jesus Christ to stop merely talking about love and start showing 
love to our gay and lesbian neighbors," I concluded. "It must be concrete and tangible. It must move beyond cheap 
rhetoric. We cannot pick and choose which neighbors we will love. We must love them all."

3. “Though no one knew, the article was written with my secret lockbox in view. I was not just asking that we do a 
better job loving our neighbors; I wanted to know I was loved too.”

4. (Recalling childhood)  “When we arrived at church, Mom or Dad would turn around and say, ‘Okay. We're at 
church now. Time for everyone to be on their best behavior. You're Merritts. You need to act like it.’ The door slid 
open and a transformation occurred. When we stepped out, smiles had replaced scowls. We'd hold hands even 
though we really wanted to pull each other's arms out of  socket. The tone of  our voices changed from scathing to 
saccharine. And as years of  this behavior progressed, I became skilled in wearing a mask.”

5. “But often the ones who demand to know the most deserve to know the least. I learned from this experience that 
the way to move from secrecy to honesty isn't to share every detail of  my life with anyone who demands an answer. 
Instead, it requires opening the lockbox I've tucked away and dumping the contents at the Lord's feet. To discover 
the authentic life, I invite God into the secret spaces and let him soak it in grace.”

6. “The essence of  who I am is far more shaped, influenced, and guided by my spirituality than by my sexuality. I 
am wholly wrapped up in my pursuit of  Christ and his amazing grace. And I'm quite comfortable there. When 
I'm feeling pretty bad about myself, when the wounds of  my heart cry out loud for healing, when shame attempts 
to suffocate me, or when I'm especially discouraged over my most tragic failures, I find myself  holding onto a 
thread. A thread called grace.”
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