
Mental !
Prepare in Advance 

Facilitator: In advance of  the session: 
• Review today’s scripture text and the session 

activities to help better facilitate the discussion. 
• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view. 

Explore 

Before reading the text, lead the following discussion: 
Think for a moment about your deepest hopes. Is 
hope just a feeling, or does deep hope also urge us to 
action in some way? 
Now have someone read Isaiah 7:10-17, then show 
the Bible Background Video. 

A Different Kind of Prophecy 

• Many people are familiar with this passage, but not 
so many know the story it arises from. Were you 
surprised to learn the context of  this passage? How 
and why? 

• Considering the history of  this conversation 
between Isaiah and Ahaz, why do you think he was 
hesitant to “put the LORD to the test?” 

• Why is important that God would give Judah a 
sign, even though Ahaz would not ask for it? 

• What would be different about this child, and what 
changes would come about? 

• How does the passage end (v. 17)? Does this sound 
like a positive promise? 

The Presence of Emmanuel 

• We usually think of  Emmauel – God With Us – as 
a positive sign. How would Ahaz and Judah view it 
differently at this time? 

• Why is God’s presence – within us, among us – not 
always such a comfortable thing? 

• Is this discomfort incompatible with the hopeful 
connotation we usually assign to the name 
Emmanuel at Christmas time? Explain.  

• These dual meanings – God’s presence among us 
as both a blessing and as conviction – how might 
they be inseparable? Why is God’s presence usually 
both? 

• This Advent season, we have looked together at 
some very beautiful and hopeful images from the 
prophecy of  Isaiah. In what ways are our hopes – 
the things we believe God will make right – also a 

calling for us to take part in making that hope a 
reality? 

• How has God challenged you today and this 
Advent season to make a difference in your own 
life and in your community, to start making the 
blessing of  God’s presence a reality? 

Closing 

Pray together, and ask God to make this Christmas 
season a time not just of  celebration, but also a time 
of  conviction and determination to bring God’s 
hope to life in the year ahead! 

By Jon Parks
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