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Mental
Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: In advance of  the session:

• Review today’s scripture text and the session 
activities to help better facilitate the discussion.

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Explore

Before reading the text, lead a discussion by asking, 
“Is there a difference between hope and optimism? 
If  so, what is it?”

Now have someone read Isaiah 2;1-5, then show the 
Bible Background Video.

Images of Hope

Use the following questions to encourage discussion.

• Let’s first examine some of  the hopeful images in 
this passage. What would it mean, spiritually, that 
the “mountain of  the Lord’s temple” would be the 
“highest of  mountains” (v. 2)? 

• Why would this be such an attractive prophecy for 
the people of  Israel in this time in particular?

• What is different about God’s way (v. 3), and why do 
the people of  the world find it so attractive?

• When people begin walking in the ways of  God, 
what will happen (v. 3-4)?

• Why are the images in verse 4 so striking? Will these 
changes be permanent or temporary? How have 
these instruments not only changed in their shape, 
but in their purpose?

• So how, then, can Isaiah call the people to begin 
walking in this way, in “the light of  the LORD” (v. 
5), even though these things have not yet come to 
pass? How will their walking help bring these things 
about?

Walking in the Light

• Who can show the world the ways and paths of  the 
Lord? Who did it perfectly? Who can continue this 
pathway?

• Have Christians through the centuries been good 
models for the Lord’s way? Why or why not?

• If  everyone in the world started walking in the light 
of  the LORD, what would the world look like today?

• Living “into” hope is living and acting as if  our 
hopes had already come to pass. Why is it difficult 
live into Isaiah’s hope, when we can’t yet see its 
fulfillment? 

• Why is it vital for us to live into this kind of  hope 
anyway?

Closing

Take a few moments for reflection. Is there any way 
God is calling you to live differently today – some 
way you can live as if  Isaiah’s hopeful vision had 
already come to pass?

Pray together and ask God to give you strength to 
live with hope this Advent season!
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