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Mental
Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: In advance of  the session:

• Review today’s scripture text and the session 
activities to help better facilitate the discussion.

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Explore

Before reading the text, lead the following 
discussion:

• Why do you think Jesus called himself  the “Good 
Shepherd?”

• Now have someone read Jeremiah 23:1-8 out loud 
and then show the Bible Background Video.

Bad and Good Shepherds

• Why is a shepherd such a good image and prototype 
to use for a leader of  a government, as these kings 
were supposed to be? 

• How had these shepherds done a poor job – even 
doing the opposite of  what was needed?

• Who will now be the Shepherd, and how will he and 
his shepherds set things right (v. 3-6)?

• Why is this prophecy a beautiful dream even for us 
today? Do you know any leaders who have already 
exemplified this kind of  leadership?

• Even though the people of  Judah did not see a literal 
fulfillment of  the oracle in verses 5-6, how do we 
understand Jesus as its ultimate fulfillment?

Coming of Unity

Say: The Exodus from Egypt was a defining event 
for God’s people – how God had brought them out 
of  slavery and poverty, into freedom and abundance. 
It was the story they told to outsiders (as proof), and 
to themselves (as reminder) of  their God’s power and 
intent. 

Use the following questions to encourage discussion. 

• What will be their new defining event, according to 
verses 7-8?

• What will God’s power accomplish? What will be 
God’s intent?

• How might this unity set them apart from the other 
people in the world?

Say: God’s people are no longer comprised of  a 
single ethnic group, nor are we under a single 
government. Still, this prophecy speaks to us. 

Read out loud John 17:21, Philippians 2:1-4, 
Colossians 3:12-14. Then ask the following 
questions.

• How does unity look in a Christian context, with a 
multitude of  opinions and ideas?

• How would this unity set us apart from other people 
in the world?

• How would a shepherd (under the Shepherd) of  
God’s people exemplify this type of  unity?

• Is it only the shepherd’s job? What is our part in 
fostering and creating this unity, and why should we 
bother? 

Closing

In closing, share one thing you feel God has spoken 
to you through today’s scripture. Then close with 
prayer.

By Jon Parks
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