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Mental
Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: In advance of  the session:

• Review today’s scripture text and the session 
activities to help better facilitate the discussion.

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Explore

Before reading the text, lead the following 
discussion: Why do you choose a life of  faith and 
service to God, even though this way of  life is 
sometimes difficult?

Now have someone read Malachi 3:13-4:3 out loud 
and then show the Bible Background Video.

What Do We Hope In?

First, summarize the people’s complaint (v. 14-15) 
against God for the group. Then ask the following 
questions to encourage discussion.

• Why have the people stopped worshiping God?

• In the background video, Nikki mentions an age-old 
theology, in which good works are always rewarded 
and vise-versa (see verse 15). Where do we still come 
across this kind of  theology today?

• Why is this kind of  theology so tempting to human 
beings? Why do we want to believe the world works 
this way?

• While we can’t know God’s reasons for sure, why do 
you think God decided not to order the world this 
way?

• According to verses 4:1-3, what should God’s faithful 
people look toward, rather than the circumstances 
that seem so unfair today?

Why Do We Worship?

Continue to encourage discussion with questions like 
the following. 

• As many of  the Minor Prophets, the prophecy of  
Malachi was directed mainly at the decline authentic 
worship among God’s people – worship that resulted 
in holy living. 

• How was the people’s theology affecting their 
worship in that time? Why is our theology (the way 
we understand and think about God) so crucial in 
our worship and service?

• How could corrected theology – and authentic 
worship and service to God – change their lives and 
their perspective on the things happening in their 
world? How would they face the world differently 
with the promises of  4:1-3? What role would they 
play in destroying wickedness?

• Let’s be honest – do we sometimes expect earthly 
rewards for our worship and service to God? How 
does this change the way we worship? What does 
God call us to focus on instead?

• How can we face the world differently in view of  the 
promises in 4:1-3? How could this change the way 
we worship and the way we serve God?

Closing

In closing, share one thing you feel God has spoken 
to you through today’s scripture. Then close with 
prayer.
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