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Mental
Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: In advance of  the session:

• Review today’s scripture text and the session 
activities to help better facilitate the discussion.

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Explore

Before reading the text, lead the following 
discussion:

• First have someone read Habakkuk 1:2-4 out loud. 
Can you understand this cry to God? What things 
today make you feel like this?

• Now have someone read Habakkuk 1:1-2:4, then 
show the Bible Background Video.

Praying for Justice

Use the following questions to encourage discussion. 

• What can we learn about Habakkuk in verses 1-4, 
from the way he views the things happening around 
him?

• Does his tone seem disrespectful? Why or why not?

• What is God’s answer – what is about to happen? 
Do you think this is the answer Habakkuk was 
expecting?

• What do we learn about the Babylonians from this 
passage (verses 6-11)? What images are used to 
describe them?

• What is Habakkuk’s complaint with God’s method 
(verses 12-17)? Summarize the prophet’s argument: 
Why are the Babylonians not a suitable “instrument” 
for God to use?

• What is God’s answer? Does God provide 
justification?

The Meaning of Righteousness

Reread verse 2:4 out loud, in different translations as 
available. For our purposes, we will use the NRSV 
translation: 

• “Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, 
but the righteous live by their faith.”

• Continue discussion with the following questions. 

• Habakkuk’s complaint is that the Babylonians are 
wicked, are less righteous than God’s own people. 
What does God’s answer reveal about righteousness 

– is it about morality, or about our relationship to 
God? Who then is a “not-righteous” person?

• If  we live “by faith,” will we sin less than other 
people? What makes us righteous?

• How does this relate to the discussion about the 
wicked Babylonians and the wickedness of  God’s 
own people?

Finding Joy

• In chapter 3, Habakkuk sees a vision of  God’s 
impending judgment. Have someone read 3:17-19 
out loud and ask the following questions..

• How might you expect Habakkuk to respond? What 
is his actual response?

• How does this response show that Habakkuk can 
“live by faith?”

• How does faith allow us to see a more eternal view 
of  things, even when we don’t understand the things 
happening around us?

Closing

In closing, share one thing you feel God has spoken 
to you through today’s scripture. Then close with 
prayer.
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