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Mental
Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: In advance of the session:
• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities 

to help better facilitate the discussion.

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Introduce

Have someone read Joshua 3:7-17 out loud. Show 
the Bible Background Video, then use the following 
questions to guide discussion.

God Opens a Way

• Consider that the Israelites might have found a ford or 
other way to cross the river.  But what reason (v.7) 
does God give for crossing here, in this way?

• What message is God sending to the people – and to 
their enemies, who would surely hear about this (vs. 
9-10)?

The Miracle

The manner in which this miracle was performed is 
significant:

• God made the people pack up all their things and 
prepare to cross… even while the river was still raging. 
Why does this matter?

• Why do you think God made the people step into the 
water before the miracle began to happen (v. 8, 
15-17)?

• Why would God send the Ark of the Covenant first? 
Then have the priests stand with it in the middle of the 
river while the people passed across?

• Considering the people had been wandering around 
the desert for 40 years, why would it be important to 
the people that God was not only going with them, but 
ahead of them? 

Passing through the Waters

• Why do you think the image of this story – crossing 
the Jordan into the Promised Land – became such a 
vivid Christian symbol of dying?

• Discuss Nikki’s comment that water “bookends” the 
story of the Israelite people between Egypt and 

Canaan. Besides a real physical barrier, what does 
water symbolize for them?

Reflection

When we look at what this story can teach us, what 
can we learn about…

• Times of transition? What might we experience, and 
how does God provide?

• Times of difficulty? What might we experience, and 
how does God provide?

• What kind of faith is required of us sometimes? When 
should we wait for things to calm down, and when 
should we step on faith into the “river?”

• Read ahead a few verses into chapter 4. What do the 
Israelites do to commemorate this event? Why was it 
important to have a physical reminder?

• How can we make such reminders of God’s 
intervention in our lives? 

Close with prayer.

By Jon Parks

SPONSOR
_______________________________________________
                                                                                     
Get a new website by Faithlab and help support 
Faithelement.

Learn more at Faithlab.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

JOSHUA 3:7-17				               		 SESSION 6.44

© Copyright 2014 FaithLab, LLC., All Rights Reserved. Visit www.thefaithlab.com and www.faithelement.com.

God Makes Way

mailto:info@faithelement.com
mailto:info@faithelement.com
http://www.thefaithlab.com
http://www.faithelement.com
http://www.thefaithlab.com
http://www.thefaithlab.com
http://www.faithelement.com
http://www.faithelement.com

