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Mental
Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: In advance of  the session:

• Review today’s scripture text and the session 
activities to help better facilitate the discussion.

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Explore

Before reading the text, lead the following 
discussion:

• Why do you think it’s (usually) difficult for Christians 
to deal with sinfulness without devaluing the sinner?

• Have someone read John 15:1-10 out loud and then 
show the Bible Background Video. 

Sinfulness and the Sinner

Say: The Pharisees and religious leaders dealt with 
sinfulness by excluding known sinners from religious 
gatherings, and even refusing to associate with them 
in public or private. This dealt with the sinfulness, 
but excluded the sinner.

• Ask questions like the following to encourage 
discussion. 

• Who was helped by this method of  exclusion, and 
what was accomplished? Who or what is considered 
most important?

• Why was it so scandalous that Jesus would associate 
with these sinful people, publicly and privately? How 
did this behavior appear to the Pharisees?

• What, then, might have been so attractive to these 
sinners about Jesus that they would take time to 
come hear him (verse 1)?

• What does Jesus’ treatment of  the sinners say about 
Jesus’ (and God’s) different way of  dealing with 
sinfulness and sinners?

A Different Way

• In the parable of  the Lost Sheep, what is unusual 
about the shepherd’s actions in finding the sheep? 
Does it seem reckless?

• In these parables, what value does the sinner (the 
one sheep or one coin) have in comparison with the 
others? What is Jesus saying about the status of  the 
sinner in God’s eyes?

• What is ironic about this parable – see especially 
verse 7. Are there any who “have no need to 
repent?” What is the reality of  the 99-vs.-1?

• What do these short parables tell us about the way 
God views sinfulness and sinners? What’s more 
important?

Closing

Say: These stories can lead us to significant 
questions – about the way God views us, and about 
the ways we view others.

Encourage each person to ask his or her self: 

• From these stories, how does God see me? 

• What value do I have in God’s eyes, and how has 
God sought me?

• Who would I, like the Pharisees, tend to think God 
values less? How might I be a part of  God seeking 
them out?

• How can we address sinfulness without devaluing 
the sinner?

Close with prayer.
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