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Mental
Prepare in Advance

In advance of  the session, prepare the following: 

• Bring a standard English dictionary, or print out 
some definitions of  the word “reconcile.” 

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Explore

Before reading the text, lead the following 
discussion: If  we have not seen God or talked 
directly with God, how can we know what God is 
like? 

Now have someone read Colossians 1:15-29 out 
loud, then show the Bible Background Video.

All About Jesus

This section begins with some beautiful statements 
about Jesus – possibly even the words to an ancient 
hymn. Let’s unpack them!

• Jewish religion did not allow any paintings, statues or 
images of  God – they were afraid people would 
begin to worship the images rather than God. Why 
is it significant, then, that Paul says Jesus is the 
“image of  the invisible God?”

• According to Paul, how long has Jesus existed? How 
does this knowledge (Jesus being present at creation) 
change the way we understand his power and 
purpose?

• Discuss the phrase, “firstborn from the dead.” How 
does this relate to us?

• What can the word “reconcile” mean? How do you 
think the writer is using it here (verses 20-22)? How 
did Jesus reconcile us to God? 

• It was not only for humans that Jesus brought 
reconciliation (see verse 20). What could it mean to 
bring “all things” into reconciliation with God?

Serving the Church

What did this reconciliation accomplish in Paul? 
How does he claim to serve the church and Christ 
(verses 24-25)? 

• Do you remember any of  Paul’s story? How did he 
suffer? How did his suffering serve the church?

• Nikki listed some options for understanding the 
complicated phrase, “what is lacking in Christ’s 
afflictions.” What do you think it means? 

Discuss 

We cannot see God personally, but we can see “the 
fullness of  God” in the person of  Jesus. Why is this 
important to us? What should we do in response to 
this knowledge?

If  Jesus came to reconcile “all things” to God, what 
implications does this have for our relationships 
with…

• Other people?

• Governments and societies?

• God’s creation?

Closing

Close with prayer, asking God to show us our place 
as we join with Jesus in the work of  reconciliation.
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