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Mental
Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: In advance of the session:
• Provide a flipchart or board with markers.
• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities 

to help better facilitate the discussion.
• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Introduce

Have someone read Isaiah 55:1-13 out loud and and 
show the Bible Background Video.  

Many Meanings

Say: In its original context this passage has very 
specific meanings and messages. But it also has 
powerful messages for us today! 
It might help to make a chart, using a flipchart or 
board. On one side, list the meanings of the message 
for Isaiah’s original hearers – on the other, list possible 
meanings for today’s hearers.
Then, use the following questions to encourage 
discussion.

• Who is God calling to in verse 1? People who are 
literally hungry and thirsty? If not, who is God calling, 
what is God offering, and what does God call the 
people to do in response?

• What other things do we strive after (v.2), and why do 
they not satisfy us?

• What do you think is the meaning of verse 6? Look at 
other translations if they are available. When in Israel’s 
history was God not available? Has God ever been 
absent from our lives?

• Verses 8-9 are frequently quoted. In their original 
context, these words are spoken to a people who felt 
the weight of their own guilt and God’s punishment. 
What, then, is the message of grace, hope and 
forgiveness that is being offered here?

• How does that message extend to us?
• Let’s examine the promise about God’s “word” or 

“message” in verses 10-11.
• Is this talking only about the Scriptures? If not, what 

else is included?

• What is being said about God’s Word through this 
image?

• “Word” in the Biblical languages can also refer to a 
specific message. In this context, what message is 
God delivering through Isaiah? In that case, what is 
God saying (and promising) about this particular 
message to God’s people?

• What is the promise to Isaiah’s hearers in verses 
12-13? What kind of promise is being made to God’s 
people in general?

• Describing Hope
• This passage (and Isaiah’s writing in general) creates 

beautiful and hopeful images. He describes the world 
as it ought to be.

• In what ways can we, with words and actions, with 
artistic talents, describe the world as it ought to be?

Close with prayer.
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