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Mental
Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: In advance of the session:
• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities 

to help better facilitate the discussion.

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Introduce

Introduce today’s session by first inviting someone to 
read Zechariah 9:9-12.
Ask: Have you heard parts of this passage before? 
Where and when? What feelings does this passage 
stir in you?
Watch the Bible Background Video, then use the 
following questions to guide discussion.

Original Context

Say: Many of the Old Testament prophets can be 
understood on multiple levels. For this first part of the 
discussion, try to hear this passage as its original 
hearers would have heard it – without its references to 
Jesus. 
Use the following to encourage discussion. 

• How does it help to know the background of this 
passage – exiles returning to cities that are ruined?

• Consider that the people at this time didn’t have a king 
– they lived as colonists under a governor. Why would 
the return of a king be such a hopeful event for them – 
both realistically and symbolically? 

• In what manner does this prophesied king come, and 
what does this manner signify about his reign?

• What is so significant about verse 10, when God 
removes all weapons from their midst? If there is no 
need for them, what does this mean for the rest of the 
world?

• Some translations render verse 12, “you prisoners of 
hope.” What would this translation mean? What do 
other translations say?

• Discuss this reversal from the prisoners in the 
“waterless pit” of verse 11.

 

Broader Contexts

Now invite the group to think about this passage as it 
has been applied to Jesus with the following 
questions. 

• What parts of Jesus’ life and ministry could this 
prophecy refer to?

• How does Jesus fulfill the desires of those first hearers 
– in unexpected but wonderful days?

• Finally, let’s look at the way this applies to us and to 
future generations of God’s people.

• In what ways does this passage describe the coming 
of our King – both in our daily lives and in a future 
sense?

• We, as individuals, might not have physical weapons 
of war… but what weapons do we often use? How 
can Jesus disarm those weapons?

• What would it look like if we became “prisoners of 
hope?” How could this occur in our lives?

Close with prayer.

By Jon Parks
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