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Mental
Prepare in Advance

• Facilitator: In advance of the session:
• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities 

to help better facilitate the discussion.
• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Introduce

Ask the following question to introduce today’s 
session:

• Why do you think that creation narratives – whether 
religious or scientific – are such a source of conflict?

Now read aloud today’s focal passage. Watch the 
Bible Background Video, then use the following 
questions to guide discussion.

Pushing Back the Darkness

• Nikki reminds us of the Ancient Near Eastern view of 
the world: land resting on pillars, surrounded by 
endless water. How does this help us understand the 
way Genesis describes the process of creation?

• Discuss the parallels between: days 1 (v. 3-5) and 4 (v. 
14-19), days 2 (v. 6-8) and 5 (v. 20-23), days 3 (v. 
9-13) and 6 (v. 24-31). How does this give order and 
structure to the story?

• Many of us have a long-standing relationship with this 
passage – our understanding of it may have changed 
over time. Is this true for you? Explain.

• Is it difficult to talk about this creation story today? 
Why do you think our understanding of creation is so 
deeply held, so foundational to our faith?

Regardless of the way we view all the details, this 
passage stresses some important things about God: 

• What do we learn here God’s METHOD of creation, 
God’s thoroughness and care?

• What do we learn about God’s INTENTION for 
creation?

• What do we learn about God’s FEELINGS for 
creation?

In God’s Image

• Do you think it’s significant that humans are placed last 
in this narrative – the very last thing to be created?

• What purposes does God give for creating human 
beings? What task does God give them?

• Many people throughout history have seen this 
passage as a “blank check” – giving us a right to do 
whatever we want to do with the world. If we were to 
look only at verses 26-30, we might draw that 
conclusion. How can we see, from the rest of the 
story, that this is not the case?

Closing

• What final thing do we learn about God and creation 
from the end of this narrative – 2:1-4?

• What does this understanding of God teach us about 
ourselves?

Close with prayer.

By Jon Parks   
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