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Mental
Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: In advance of  the session:

• Review today’s scripture text and the session 
activities to help better facilitate the discussion.

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Explore

Before reading the text, lead the following 
discussion: What “idols” or other “gods” do we 
worship 

Now have someone read 1 Kings 17:1-24, then show 
the Bible Background Video.

Feeding a Prophet

Ask questions like the following ones to encourage 
discussion. 

• This passage begins with Elijah making a dire 
prophecy about the rain. Why do you think he 
would immediately leave after making such a 
prediction?

• How does God show, throughout this passage, that 
God is concerned about Elijah’s survival? In what 
unique ways does God provide for him?

• Through the widow’s responses to Elijah, how does 
she display her trust in God? Why might God have 
chosen this particular woman to help?

• Is this kind of  radical hospitality surprising to you? 
Why or why not?

Answered Prayer

• When her son dies, what does the woman think is 
the reason? Does it seem unfair that God would 
allow something like this to happen to a woman who 
had been so faithful? Explain.

• Do you think perhaps God had brought Elijah to her 
home for this reason? How does this change the way 
we might understand the overall story?

• Describe Elijah’s response to the boy’s death. Does it 
seem that even Elijah is perplexed by this turn of  
events? 

• The widow and her son certainly learned much 
about God from this incident! How might God have 
used this incident to speak to Elijah and teach him a 
lesson as well?

• Have you ever thought of  God as a “puzzle box?” 
How might we sometimes be tempted to think that 
God’s answers to prayer depend on us – on using 
just the right words, the right posture, the right 
fervency, the right language? 

• Why is this view of  prayer so damaging to some 
people’s faith? What does it say about God

• We don’t completely understand how God chooses 
to answer prayers, or why. As a closing discussion 
talk about what you have learned about prayer from 
your own experience.

Closing

Close with prayer, thanking God that he hears our 
prayers, and asking for steadfastness and persistence, 
even when we feel our prayers are not being 
answered.

By Jon Parks
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