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Mental
Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: In advance of  the session:
• Review today’s scripture text and the session 

activities to help better facilitate the discussion.
• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Introduce

Ask the following question to introduce today’s 
session: 

• It’s often said that “actions speak louder than 
words,” and St. Francis is famously quoted, “Preach 
the Gospel always; use words when necessary.” Do 
you agree that our actions are more important than 
words when we share our faith?  Are actions enough 
by themselves?
Now read 1 Peter 2:11-25 out loud and watch the 
Bible Background Video, then use the following 
questions to guide discussion.

Preaching with Actions and Words

• According to Peter (vs. 12, 15), for what reason 
should we strive to live a godly life?

• Why do some people – particularly Americans – 
have problems with verses 13-14? Is it possible to live 
in submission to human authority, even when we 
don’t agree with that authority at times? How? 

• Most of  us value freedom of  expression. But can we, 
as people of  faith, always speak completely freely? 
Should we? How does verse 16 relate to this?

• Think of  the non-violent protests during the Civil 
Rights era – how can a respectful response to 
violence speak even louder than the violence itself ?

• Likewise, how could our inaction or silence in unjust 
situations speak even more loudly than either words 
or actions?

• What is Peter saying in verse 20? Does all our 
suffering relate to Jesus’ suffering?

Responding to Injustice

As Nikki points out, this passage has been used to 
justify all kids of  injustice. 

• How could you use this passage – by itself, without 
its context or the rest of  scripture – to justify things 
like slavery or abusive relationships?

• Look through the whole passage again.  How can 
you tell that Peter is speaking about Christian 
conduct rather than about the unjust systems 
themselves?

• Do you think Peter would make a distinction 
between how we react when we are mistreated, and 
how we respond when others are mistreated? 
Explain.

• Both Peter and Paul spoke about powers and systems 
that are higher than individual human beings – 
spiritual sources of  evil in the world. Sometimes we 
must remember that our battle is against them, and 
not against people. How does this passage speak to 
that reality?

Close with prayer.
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