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Mental
Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: In advance of  the session:

• Provide a whiteboard or flip chart and appropriate 
markers

• Provide paper and pens/pencils for each group 
member.

• Review today’s scripture text and the session 
activities to help better facilitate the discussion.

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Explore

Before reading the text, lead the following 
discussion:

• What do you consider the basic human needs? 
Think of  things both tangible (like water) and 
intangible (like companionship). Write these on the 
board.

• When you think of  your own life right now, what are 
your most pressing needs (you may include some 
listed previously)? Write these down on your paper.
Now have someone read Revelation 21:9-22:5, then 
show the Bible Background Video.

A New City

Ask the following questions to encourage discussion. 

• Where is this new city coming from (v. 10), and 
where will it rest? Why does this matter?

• Why do you think most of  the materials are 
described as precious stones or minerals? If  John 
were being figurative, what might he be saying about 
the composition and appearance of  this city?

• How does this city connect the faith of  the Old 
Testament with the faith of  the New Testament 
(verses 12-14)?

• The city is immense! Why does this matter, why does 
John report it?

All Needs are Met

• Revisit the basic needs you listed earlier. How are 
these needs met in the New Jerusalem?

• Will there be any need for money? Explain.

• In what ways does this restore the earth to the way it 
was before Adam and Eve first sinned (see Genesis 
2-3 if  needed)?

• What or who is the source of  all the things needed 
for life in this new city? Is this really any different 
from today? Discuss.

Hope for Today

• Of  the many things John saw in his vision, he 
described the things that would give hope to his 
readers. Do you think it’s harder, for those who live 
in relative plenty and safety, to appreciate John’s 
vision?

• Imagine: How different might John’s description be 
if  he was writing for today’s Western Christians?

• How does John’s description of  heaven give you 
hope today in the midst of  your own challenges?

• If  God is our provider, both here and in heaven, 
how might God be providing for your needs right 
now?

Close in prayer.
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