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Mental
Prepare in Advance

In advance of  the session, prepare the following: 

• Explore some different translations of  verse 4 in the 
focal passage.  If  possible, bring Bibles with different 
translations, or print different versions and bring to 
class.  Bible Gateway (link provided on this sesssion’s 
webpage) has many translations freely available.

• Review today’s scripture text and the session 
activities to help better facilitate the discussion.

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Explore

First, have someone read Revelation 21:1-6 out loud, 
then lead the following discussion:

• Have you heard this passage before? When did you 
hear it, why was it read?

• Does anything surprise you about this brief  
description of  things to come? Does anything 
comfort you? Frighten you?

• Next, show the Bible Background Video.

Transformation Someday

Use the following questions to encourage discussion.

• Why was it important, to the people of  John’s time, 
that the sea had disappeared? If  John were retelling 
the vision for people of  our times, what might he say 
had disappeared?

• What direction are things moving – are people being 
taken up, or is God coming to the people (look 
specifically in verses 2-3)? Why does this matter?

• Why do you think John uses the image of  a bride in 
verse 2? What biblical connections can you recall to 
this image? Why is it so appropriate for what’s 
happening in the vision?

• Do group members have different Bible translations?  
How do your Bibles translate the last part of  verse 4 
– the NIV reads, the old order of  things has passed 
away. People and places are being re-made, but what 
more exciting things are happening here?

• Why do you think it was important for John to 
remind the hearers that these things were 
trustworthy (verse 5)? 

•  What does God say about himself  (verse 6) and why 
is this important?

Transformation Today

• In verse 5, what does God say about his actions – is 
this transformation a one-time event, or something 
ongoing?

• Is it possible that this transformation is already 
beginning to take place? Explain.

• When in history might this amazing transformation 
have started?

• How can you see evidence – in your own life, and in 
the world around you – that God might already be 
making things new?

Closing

Close with prayer, thanking God for the amazing 
transformation that has already taken place in your 
lives!
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