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Mental
Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: In advance of  the session:

• Review today’s scripture text and the session 
activities to help better facilitate the discussion.

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Explore

If  a whiteboard is available, write notes about the 
answers to the following introductory questions.

• First ask: When you picture heaven, what 
images come to mind?  Where have these 
images come from?

• Now ask: What do you imagine about the 
people who will be there?  Who are they? What 
are they like? What will they be doing?

Have someone read Revelation 7:9-17 today’s focal 
passage, and then show the Bible Background Video.

A Vision of Heaven

Briefly summarize John’s vision in this passage.  
Then, ask questions like the following to encourage 
discussion.

• Where is he, and what does he see?  

• What are the people like – how are they different? 
How are they similar? Why does their clothing 
matter?

• What has God done for them, and what is God 
currently doing? 

• What are the people doing in response? 

• Think about the opening questions. How does John’s 
vision in this chapter match your expectations of  
heaven? How does it differ?

• Remembering John’s purpose in the book, how 
might this vision have been comforting to those 
original hearers?

• How might this vision have also been a great 
challenge to them? 

Making Heaven a Reality

Say: Some have said that this vision of  heaven – 
many people worshiping together, from every race 
and language – is a goal for the church to strive 
toward. Do you agree? Is this reality only for heaven, 
or is it one that we should be working toward right 
now?

• Have you had a cross-cultural worship experience 
before? What was it like?

• Why is important for us to worship with (and learn 
from) people from other cultures? 

• What earthly things make it difficult for us to 
worship with people from other cultures and 
languages?

Closing

Remember that this is probably just a symbolic 
vision of  heaven, not an actual description:

• What ideas do we learn about life after this world – 
about who will be there, and the things we will do?

• How is John’s vision comforting to us today? 

• How is it challenging for us, and what should we do 
in response?
Give a few moments for silent reflection, then close 
with prayer.
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