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Mental
Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: In advance of  the session:

• Review today’s scripture text and the session 
activities to help better facilitate the discussion.

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Explore

• Begin with the following activity: Do you remember 
the story of  the “Prodigal Son?” Without looking in 
your Bible, try to retell the story in your own words. 
What is the point of  the parable? Do you remember 
whom Jesus is speaking to?

• Have someone read all of  Luke 15 out loud, and 
then show the Bible Background Video.

Answering Questions with Stories

Use the following questions to encourage discussion. 

• What unvoiced question or concern prompted Jesus’ 
telling of  these three stories?

• We usually come down hard on the Pharisees, but is 
there anything valid about their concerns?

• Many of  Jesus’ parables have an unusual twist. What 
things are unusual in the first two parables (verses 
3-10)? What things are perfectly normal?

• If  Jesus had simply ended with these two parables, 
how would you summarize his response to the 
Pharisees’ concern?

Lost Son, Loving Father

Say: We don’t typically hear the Parable of  the Lost 
Son (verses 11-32) in its context. Now let’s compare 
it to the first two stories Jesus told:

• What is different about the thing/person that is lost?

• What is different about the person who is searching?

• In the first two stories, would there be a character 
like the older brother? Why or why not?

• Why would this last story speak more to the 
Pharisees’ concerns than the first two parables? 

• Why, then, do you think Jesus would have told those 
parables first?

• Is there anything valid about the older brother’s 
concerns?

• Where would the Pharisees find themselves in the 
story? Considering this, why is it significant that 

Jesus chose to leave the story with an ambiguous 
ending?

Closing

Consider these parables personally:

• Each of  us can likely find ourselves in each of  the 
characters. Have you had times when you could 
identify with the Lost Son?

• Have you had times when you could identify with 
the father, or with the other characters who lost 
something?

• Have you had times when you could identify with 
the older brother, or the Pharisees?

• Give a few moments for silent reflection, then close 
with prayer. 
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