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Mental
Prepare in Advance

In advance of  the session, prepare the following: 
• Using a dictionary or online resource, gather some 

definitions of  the word “wisdom.”
• Review today’s scripture text and the session 

activities to help better facilitate the discussion.
• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Introduce

Before reading the text, ask the following question to 
introduce today’s session:

• What is “wisdom?” How does it affect the way we 
see the world and live our lives? Is wisdom universal 
– does everyone in the world consider the same 
things “wise?”

• Now have someone read 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 out 
loud, then show the Bible Background Video.

“Not with Wise and Persuasive Words…”

Read again verses 1-5 and ask: 
• Considering the background of  the people of  

Corinth, why might Paul have been especially 
sensitive to using wise and persuasive methods while 
he was among them?

• What do you think Paul means in verse 2? What is 
the foundation of  his message? What else could he 
have chosen? 
Say: In verses 6-8 Paul speaks of  a new way of  
seeing things, that could only be understood after 
Jesus came. 
Ask: Why did Jesus – his death and his life – make 
such a profound difference in the way God’s people 
understand the world? Why do you think God 
waited so long to reveal this?

Deeper Understanding

• How do you think Paul might describe the 
differences between the “wisdom of  this age” and 
“God’s wisdom” (v. 6-7)? (Reviewing last week’s 
discussion might help)

• How do our definition and understanding of  
wisdom change when we become Christians and as 
we mature in our faith? How do these changes come 
about?

• Why, according to Paul (verses 12-16), can we not 
fully understand these things until we receive God’s 
Spirit? What do you think it means to receive the 
Spirit? What does Paul say the Spirit does for us, 
once we receive him?

• What do you think it means to “have the mind of  
Christ” (v. 16)?

Closing

This chapter is largely theological and theoretical… 
but its ideas can make a big difference in the way we 
live!

• How does God’s wisdom help us look differently at 
challenges our world faces – things like poverty, war, 
or care for creation?

• How should this wisdom translate into action?
Close with prayer. 
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