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Mental
Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: In advance of  the session:
• Review today’s scripture text and the session 

activities to help better facilitate the discussion.
• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Introduce

Before reading the text, ask the following question to 
introduce today’s session:

• In a world that is ever more divided by politics, 
religion and morality, where can we find examples of 
unity among people? What does that unity look like?

• Now have someone read 1 Corinthians 1:10-17 out 
loud, then show the Bible Background Video.

In Whose Name?

Use the following questions to encourage discussion.
• What is the essence of  Paul’s request in verse 10? In 

whose name does he make this request… and why is 
that important?

• Is Paul’s request actually achievable? 
• Is it possible for a group of  such diverse people to be 

completely undivided? 
• What do you think he meant?
• What is the source of  the division, according to verse 

12? What are they arguing about?
• Paul, Apollos and Peter were men worthy of  

following. What women and men might some claim 
to “follow” today? How can we avoid the mistake 
made by the believers in Corinth?

• In claiming to follow Christ, the last group Paul 
mentions might actually be making a self-righteous 
claim. How might their claims have made matters 
worse? 

• Can you think of  ways today we sometimes use this 
same “high-road” argument?

Christ’s Example

• Even though some of  the group might have claimed 
to be following Christ, what – according to Paul in 
verses 13-17 – will be the real attributes of  those 
who are following Jesus? 

• Will they strive for recognition and independence? 
• Will they be boastful?

• What difference does it make that Paul himself  did 
not baptize them? Do you think he might have 
anticipated the conflicts that would arise? 

• Does it matter to know that, as far as we can tell, 
Jesus himself  did not baptize people?

• In verse 17, Paul states (as he often does) his humble 
understanding of  his own ministry. How does his 
method (“not with wisdom and eloquence,” NIV) 
speak to this current situation?

Closing

Close with prayer, asking God to lead this group, 
and your larger community of  faith, into a closer 
unity with God and with each other.
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