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Mental
Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: In advance of  the session:
• Review today’s scripture text and the session 

activities to help better facilitate the discussion.
• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Introduce

Before reading the text, ask the following question to 
introduce today’s session:

• What struggles has our community of  faith faced in 
the past? How have we responded?

• Now have someone read 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 out 
loud, and then show the Bible Background Video.

Beginning of a Letter

Say: Paul begins this letter in a typical fashion – for 
himself  and for ancient writers – by introducing 
himself  and his intended audience. 
Use the following questions to encourage discussion.

• Why was it important for Paul to establish his 
position as an apostle?

• Who are listed as the recipients in verse 2? Does it 
matter that Paul intended this letter to go beyond the 
church in Corinth?

• Sometimes Paul thanks God because of  what a 
church is doing… why is he thanking God here? 
Why is this, according to the video?

• Why is it important for this church to know, even in 
the midst of  its struggles, that it has already been 
“enriched in every way” and that they “do not lack 
any spiritual gift?”

• What do you think it means that they were waiting 
“for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed” (verse 7)?

• What other reminders and encouragements does 
Paul offer to the church in this opening passage, 
before he begins his instructions in earnest?

Encouraging the Body of Christ

• When a church or any community of  faith has 
disagreements, what things usually get focused on?

• Even though Paul will have a lot to say about the 
problems at the church in Corinth, how does he 
begin? What tone does he want to set? 

• The church is obviously struggling with relationships 
among its members… What relationship does Paul 
see as most important?

• From Paul’s encouraging words, what end result does 
he already see in faith – see especially verses 8-9?

Closing

Close with prayer, asking God to lead this group, 
and your larger community of  faith, into a closer 
unity with God and with each other – a unity that 
does not ignore or hurry past problems, but that 
seeks to grow through them.
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