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Mental
Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: In advance of the session:
• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities 

to help better facilitate the discussion.

• If time permits, research the Magi’s gifts to the Christ 
child. What are they, and might the signify?

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Introduce

• Introduce today’s session: Before we begin or even 
open our Bibles: See how many details you can recall 
about the visit of the Magi (Wise Men).

• Invite someone to read Matthew 2:1-13 out loud and 
show the Bible Background Video. 

• Use the following questions to guide discussion.

An Unexpected Visit

• Were you surprised to learn that the Magi’s visit was 
probably two years after Jesus’ birth? 

• Why do you think it’s so common in modern times to 
lump the Magi in with the Christmas story?

• Why would they begin their search in Jerusalem?
• Why is it significant that people from faraway countries  

recognized and honored Jesus as king, when his own 
people did not?

• We’re not sure of the science of the star that guided 
the Magi (v. 2 and 9), but it was obviously a sign from 
God. Why do you think it led them to Herod first and 
not directly to the child?

• The gifts the Magi gave were expensive and rare gifts 
(v.11). Have you ever learned anything about their 
meaning? What do these gifts say about their regard 
for this king?

• The scriptures do not say the Magi decided to follow 
Jesus, or that God’s Kingdom benefited in any way 
from their visit. Why do you think Matthew took such 
great care to record the event?

• Beyond this passage we learned of Herod’s terrifying 
efforts to get rid of the Christ child (v. 16-18). 

• What does this say about the state of the world into 
which Jesus came? 

• How does it foreshadow others’ responses to Jesus?
• The story of the Magi reminds us that it’s important to 

give birthday gifts! 
• While much of our world’s Christmas focus has been 

on giving gifts to one another, how is it possible for us 
to give a gift to Jesus?

Closing

In closing consider the kind of gift you might offer to 
God here at the beginning of this New Year. Spend 
some time reflecting on this, and share your answers if 
time and comfort permit.

Close with prayer.

By Jon Parks
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