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Media
Prepare in Advance

Before the Session
• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.
• Retrieve, review, and have ready the videos listed 

below (links are provided on this session’s webpage).
• Read through Psalm John 3:14-21 to familiarize 

yourself with the passage. You may want to read all of 
John 3 and Numbers 21 for a better context to help 
with discussion. If you a Survivor TV show fan, then 
you may want to use episode clips from CBS.com and 
run with that theme longer to set up the text.

Intro

ASK: “How many seasons have there been of the TV 
show Survivor on CBS? Can you remember any of the 
odd themes and places that they have been? Why do 
you think this show has survived so long?
What is the theme for this season’s Survivor? Play 
Survivor if desired.
ASK: “Which team do you think will do better…white 
collar, blue collar, or no collar? Why?
If you had to categorize Jesus when fully human on 
this earth, what “collar” would he have been? What 
“collar” would the disciples have been? What “collar” 
would the Pharisees have been? 
SAY: (in your own words): something about I guess 
their different places in society added to the conflict 
between people in Jesus’ day then transition to the 
text…

Examination

Have someone read John 3:14-21 out loud then play 
Bible Background Video.
Lead a discussion of the text with the following 
suggested ideas:

• When you hear this passage, what do you think 
about?

• What does the idea of a serpent lifted up in the 
wilderness mean in our context?

• How do you think Nicodemus reacted to all of Jesus’ 
answers and talk about the Son and light?

• How hard was it for the “white collar” Nicodemus to 
listen to the “no collar” Jesus?

• What is it about darkness that sucks us in so often? 
How was Jesus the light and how can we be the light?  
Is it significant that Nicodemus comes at night but 
Jesus speaks about the light?

Trust

ASK: “What does it mean to trust in the Son? How do 
we do that?
Play either In Dog We Trust or Pinella county video 
then 
ASK: ”Have we become too causal about important 
values? Would we have missed that typo on the rug? 
Has the idea of John 3:16 become simply a verse we 
all know but we treat it as casually as the police 
department did the saying on their rug? How can we 
overcome this?
What can we do to show God’s light and not become 
casual in our faith?
Play MLK sermon. 

Close in prayer.

By Jon Self
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