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Media
Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: In advance of  the session:

• Retrieve, review, and have ready the media listed 
(links are provided on this session's webpage).

• Review today’s scripture text and the session 
activities to help better facilitate the discussion.

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Intro

Start your session by reading the passage from Luke 
15:1-3; 11-32 and watching the Bible Background 
Video. Inform your group that we’ll be taking some 
time to explore this story from the perspective of  the 
3 different characters: the younger (prodigal) son, the 
father, and the older son. Begin by asking each 
person which character they identify with most?

The Prodigal Son

Show the “Leaving” clip from The Truman Show, 
and then ask a few questions like the ones below to 
spark discussion.

• Why do you think Truman chose to leave in spite of  
everything the creator said?

• Why do you think the son in this parable chose to 
leave?

• Let’s assume that the prodigal son doesn’t see himself 
as a villain; how might he tell his reasons for leaving?

• How do you expect the father and older son took his 
choice to leave?

• What is this son’s fault?

The Father

Watch the clip “Found Your Way Home” from the 
movie A Knight’s Tale and use the following to 
encourage discussion.

• How are the circumstances in this clip different than 
the circumstances of  the parable?

• Why do you suppose the responses of  the fathers in 
these two stories are the same?

• Could you imagine yourself  being as forgiving as the 
father in the parable?

• Is the father delusional about his son, a bit of  denial 
perhaps?

• Do you think the father’s response will cause the 
prodigal son to change his ways?

• What is the father’s fault?

The Older Son

Finally, watch the clip entitled “Jealousy” from East 
of  Eden.

• Do you see any hope of  reconciliation for the father 
and son in this clip?

• In the parable, the older son’s final response is left as 
a mystery; what do you think it is?

• Is the older son’s response reasonable? Why or why 
not?

• What might be your response if  you were in the 
older brother’s situation?

• What is the older brother’s fault?

• How could each character have changed this story 
for the better?

Outro

End your session with a prayer of  thanksgiving for 
God’s forgiveness and also praying for grace enough 
to forgive those around us even when they don’t 
deserve it.

By Rory Naeve
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