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Media
Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: In advance of  the session:

• Retrieve, review, and have ready the videos and 
music listed (links are provided on this session's 
webpage).

• Review today’s scripture text and the session 
activities to help better facilitate the discussion.

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Intro

Start your session by reading the passage from Luke 
13:1-9 and watch the Bible Background Video. Be sure 
to note the two very different sections of  the passage. 
The first is a theological question and the second is 
the human response to the question’s answer.

Bad Things Happen

Show the “Bad Karma” clip from The Burbs, and 
watch the sound as it’s fairly loud without warning. 
After viewing, ask a few questions like the ones 
below to start some discussion.

• At what point in this clip would you have abandoned 
the mission?

• What did the one neighbor mean about the whole 
“bad karma” thing?

• Do you believe in ideas like karma or the law of  the 
boomerang? Why or why not?

• What is Jesus’ response to the tragedies of  his day?

• What recent events have some religious leaders 
claimed are God’s punishment for something?

• What might Jesus say to those who claim that 
disasters and calamities are deserved punishments?

Then, Why?

Watch the clip “Something Good” from the movie 
Soul Surfer.

• Does God cause bad things to happen or does God 
allow bad things to happen? Is there a difference?

• What do you say when someone asks why bad things 
happen to good people?

• What comfort comes from believing that bad things 
are part of  God’s plan? How can that be a 
frightening idea, as well?

• If  we asked Jesus directly: “Why do bad things 
happen?” how do you think Jesus would reply?

• Does the parable answer any questions as to why 
bad things happen?

The Date Approaches

This parable about the fig tree is sort of  the practical 
application of  that theological question. Jesus is 
claiming that disaster doesn’t strike the especially 
sinful but any.

As a group, decide on what each character in the 
parable represents: the man(owner), the gardner, & 
the tree.

• What is the warning for the tree?

• Finally watch the “3 O’clock High” preview.

• If  you knew fate was coming for you, how might you 
react?

• Does this parable of  Jesus motivate you or sort of  
make you feel hopeless?

• What does it look like for us to “bear fruit?”

Outro

End your session with a prayer of  forgiveness, 
because all gathered are sinners. Pray for the passion 
and will to bear good fruit, that we would be active 
in doing good for God’s Kingdom.

By Rory Naeve
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