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Prepare in Advance

Before the Session:
Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.
Review today’s scripture text and the session activities 
to help better facilitate the discussion.
Review the articles about patient who died from Ebola 
and the local church’s response.

Introduce

Invite the group to imagine that they are in a 
wilderness. They have left homes, familiar 
surroundings, and security behind. Imagine yourself in 
that situation: your fears, your needs, your anxieties. 
Imagine the fears, needs and anxieties of your children 
or family. Imagine that your leader in this situation goes 
forward alone, and your group is left to wait. 

• What feelings might you experience in this waiting 
time? What would bring you comfort or hope in this 
situation? 

• Have someone read Exodus 32:1-14 out loud. Show 
the Bible Background Video.
Say: In this text, the Israelites are in the wilderness. 
People experience many different things in the 
wilderness. The unknowns can evoke fear and self-
protection in ways that we might not see a more safe 
environment. The “unknowns” of the Ebola crisis have 
come closer to our own neighborhoods in recent days. 
The first patient to die from Ebola in the United States 
was Thomas Eric Duncan. While his fiance Louise 
remains in quarantine, her church has responded to 
the unique opportunity to demonstrate Christian care 
in this situation. Share the story of how Wilshire Baptist 
Church has offered care to their church member who 
is in quarantine.

Ask

Use the following questions for discussion. 
• Do experiences of wilderness make people act out of 

fear and self-protection? How have you seen this? 

• Louise’s pastor said that she “She expressed all the 
What ifs . . which is rearview mirror sort of thinking at 
this point.” In moments of experiencing the wilderness, 
how do the “what ifs” seem to shape our thinking? 

• It seems that the Israelites were reverting to something 
old, familiar and safe, rather than acting out of hope in 

unknown. What familiar rhetoric, ideas or responses 
do we revert to when we face things that are 
unknown? What other responses might demonstrate 
hope and trust in God?

• Reflect on the ways the church has responded to 
Ebola affecting their church member. What stands out 
to you in this story? What do you wonder about? 

• What story does the church have to offer over and 
above the stories in the news media about people who 
suffer with Ebola? (perhaps show some of the video of 
the prayer vigil) How can our responses be shaped by 
hope and compassion rather than reverting to familiar 
practices in times of the “unknown.” 

Pray

Pray together to end the session.

By Erin Hall

SPONSOR
_______________________________________________
                                                                                     
Get a new website by Faithlab and help support 
Faithelement.

Learn more at Faithlab.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

EXODUS 32:1-14           										 SESSION 6.41

© Copyright 2014 FaithLab, LLC., All Rights Reserved. Visit www.thefaithlab.com and www.faithelement.com.

Trying to Contain God

mailto:info@faithelement.com
mailto:info@faithelement.com
http://www.thefaithlab.com
http://www.faithelement.com
http://www.thefaithlab.com
http://www.thefaithlab.com
http://www.faithelement.com
http://www.faithelement.com

