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Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: Before the Session:
• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.
• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities 

to help better facilitate the discussion.
• Review the video from Kid President.

Introduce

Invite the group to list the top five conflicts that have 
been in the news this week. Then, list the top five 
conflicts they have experienced in their community or 
family this week. Whether we avoid conflicts or dive 
right in, when conflict is present, it can weigh heavily 
on us. 
Show the Bible Background Video.

Discussion

Have someone read Matthew 18:15-20 out loud.
Invite discussion: Nikki said in the Bible Background 
Video that the model for dealing with conflict is pretty 
familiar to us. 
Is this process familiar to you? 
Sometimes, the most familiar truths and simple 
approaches can help when we face conflict. Perhaps 
that is why Kid President posts are so popular: simple 
ideas, offered from the disarming perspective of a 
child. 
Show the Kid President Video.

Ask

• What phrases stand out to you as simple words that 
would make a difference in approaching conflict?

• Maybe starting “slow” in dealing with conflict means 
starting with simple ideas. 

• When conflicts seem huge, what would it mean for 
both sides to start with “Thank you,” and “I’m sorry”? 

• What other simple phrases go a long way in 
approaching a situation of conflict? 

• Kid President says, “I have barbecue sauce on my 
shirt, too.”  In what situations do we need to name a 
little barbecue sauce on our shirts? 

• What does this acknowledgement mean for resolving 
a conflict?

• “I don’t know.”  How can this admission lead to a 
healthy conversation during a conflict?

• Kid President’s #4: “I disagree with you but I still like 
you as a person . . .” Does this statement work in 
some cases? 

• In what situations does this statement not work? How 
is this statement a theological claim about the church 
as one body, with one Lord? 

• How might we pray, going forward, for situations in our 
families and our world that cannot be resolved with 
simple phrases or meetings? 

Pray

Pray together to close the session. Offer these words 
from Walter Brueggeman’s prayer “While the World 
Says Not Possible”:

Holy God who moves this day towards 
peaceableness
God of Jew and Greek, God of male and female
God of slave and free, God of haves and have-nots
God of the buoyant and the frightened, God of the 
tax collector and the Pharisee
You, God, who makes all things new . . .
God of Exodus and Easter, God of homecoming 
and forgiveness, 
God of fierceness and peaceableness, 
We are finally driven to your miracles.
This day hear our urgency and do among us what 
none of us can do,
Do your Friday-Sunday act yet again and make us 
new.
We pray out of the shattering death and shimmering 
new life of Jesus, whose name we bear. 
Amen.

By Erin Hall
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