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Prepare in Advance

Before the Session
• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.
• Read Romans 11:17-24. 

• Review the article about the Tree with 40 Fruits. 
• Bring a few fruits (perhaps a banana, apricot, or 

peach)

Introduce

Invite the group to look at the fruits in front of them. 
Describe what you know about the trees that bear 
each of these fruits. (Where do you typically find these 
trees, what do they look like, etc) Invite the group to 
keep these images of trees in mind as you hear the 
scripture. 
Read Romans 11:17-24 out loud.
Show the Bible Background Video.

Discuss

Share ideas from the article about the Tree with 40 
Fruits. There is a tree in an orchard in Geneva, New 
York that has used the process of grafting to make a 
completely unique kind of tree. This one tree bears 
forty different kinds of fruits: apricots, peaches, 
nectarines, plums, and cherries (and maybe almonds). 
Sam Van Aken is the artist who used the process of 
“chip grafting” to grow a completely new tree.  It 
blooms in spring, in a wild technicolor array of buds.

Ask

• Have you heard of chip grafting before? Does it 
surprise you that this tree can bear forty fruits? 

• How do you respond to this article?
• The process of grafting involves using a point of 

breakage to grow something new. A gardener takes a 
cutting, tapes it into a cut in another tree, and then lets 
it “heal over” the winter. What can this process teach 
us about brokeness? What can come from 
brokeness? 

• Healing is a part of grafting trees. How can healing be 
a difficult process? How is healing sometimes 
mysterious or hard to understand? Have you seen 
moments of healing in relationships or in connections 
between groups of people? 

• The orchard in this article, “had many varieties of fruit 
growing on its property, but which because of financial 
hardship, was about to close.” Yet, out of this orchard, 
an amazing new kind of tree was formed.  What can 
we learn from this story? How does it remind us, like 
Nikki said, that “God is not done.” 

• It seems that the news this week has been filled with 
heartbreaking stories: Ebola illness, the death of Robin 
Williams, tragic events in Gaza and Iraq. Broken 
places are all around. What hope do you find in 
today’s ideas about tree grafting? 

• How can this kind of hope speak to us when we see 
the broken places in our world and in our lives? 

Closing

Pray together to close the session. You might offer the 
words from “For the Fruit of All Creation”

For the fruit of all creation,
thanks be to God.
gifts bestowed on every nation,
thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth's safekeeping,
thanks be to God.

For the wonders that astound us, 
for the truths that still confound us,
most of all the Love has found us
Thanks be to God.

By Erin Hall
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