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Prepare in Advance

Before the Session
• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.
• Read through Matthew 14:13-21 to be familiar with 

the story. 
• Review the video about a music collaboration. 

Introduce

Ask the group how familiar they are with the story of 
Jesus feeding the five thousand. Could we tell the 
story from memory? Without looking at the passage, 
share the details of the story. Why do you think you 
remember these parts of the story? 
Show the Bible Background Video.

Discuss

Have group members read Matthew 14:13-21 out 
loud. 
Say something like: The people said “We have 
nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And Jesus 
said, “Bring them here to me.”  These little offerings 
are made into something tremendous. A celebrity is 
doing a similar thing. Emeli Sande is asking her fans to 
submit photos, words or even sounds - anything that 
represents the theme of “exhilaration” - through social 
media. She will use what people send to create her 
next song.     
Use the following questions to encourage discussion. 

• Would you want to participate in a creative project like 
Emeli Sande’s song? Why? What would you offer? 

• In the story, Jesus asks that the disciples collect and 
bring what they can find. They respond to Jesus by 
saying “We have nothing here but . . .” Are there times 
we respond to Christ by pointing out the nothing? 

• Emeli, the artist, invites people to participate with her 
in making a new song. Do you think she needs people 
to participate? Why do you think she invites people to 
participate? 

• Consider: Maybe part of what Emeli gains in this 
musical creation is notoriety, connection between her 
and the bigger name of Jaguar, and some “buy in” 
from her followers. Is that something that happened in 
our text today? Is that something that happens when 
Christians participate in making change in the world?    

• Imagine the creative thing that can happen when 
thousands of people offer photos, ideas, even small 
sounds to make up a new song. What comes to mind 
when you think of this? How can Christians offer small 
things to be pieced together into an amazing new 
something?  

• Where do we need to see “loaves and fishes” kind of 
work in the world today? Where do we need to see 
small offerings used to create a new song?  Where 
does that “song” need to be heard?  

Closing

Pray together, closing with these words from the hymn 
“Praise to the Lord, The Almighty”:

God, we offer what we have
Sometimes there’s nothing here but . . .
Sometimes there’s something that sparks 
imagination
We offer these things, in praise. 
Praise to the Lord, who does prosper thy work 
and defend thee;
Surely God’s goodness and mercy here daily 
attend thee.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do.
Amen.

By Erin Hall
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