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Prepare in Advance

Before the Session
• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.
• Review today’s scripture text and the session 

activities to help better facilitate the discussion.
• Review the articles about Surprise Chalkboard 

designs (links are provided on this session’s webpage).
• Prepare to show some of  the pictures of  the 

chalkboard designs.

Introduce

Invite the group to name items they would expect to 
see in a school classroom. (perhaps desks, students, 
whiteboard, even a projector) Discuss whether a 
chalkboard fits in their image of  a classroom. Why 
or why not?
Show the Bible Background Video.

Discuss

Invite discussion with questions like: At Columbia 
College of  Design, there are two students who sneak 
into a different classroom each week. What they 
leave behind is a creative surprise. They draw huge 
pieces of  chalkboard art, each with an inspiring 
quote or image. People walk into their classroom 
expecting to see the normal set-up, and are instead 
surprised with inspired drawings. It’s been said these 
are “masterpieces” out of  nothing but chalk and that 
their designs are a “creative riot.” (Show some of  the 
pictures of  their work) What do you see in these 
images? 
Invite the group to think about the idea of  surprise 
drawings and living stones as we hear the scripture. 
Invite someone to read 1 Peter 2:1-10 out loud and 
then use the following questions to encourage 
discussion. 

• What do you think prompted the students’s 
drawings?  

• What other kinds of  “riots” of  creativity have you 
seen?  

• What would it be like to walk into class/have class in 
a space marked by such a creative surprise? 

• What would you wonder? Would it be inspiring? 
Challenging? Distracting? 

• Are our experiences in the body of  Christ ever 
marked by creative surprises? What does that look 
like? 

• How does that connect to being “living stones”? 
• It’s notable that these works of  art are created by 

simple, old-fashioned materials: chalk, blackboard. 
Yet they are used to inspire, surprise and excite a 
school community.  

• How do you connect this with today’s scripture ideas 
of  being living stones, being a “people”? 
Say:The Bible Background Video reminded us, “Stones 
are not living things. They do not move, they do not 
change. However, things that are living do move, 
they do change. The idea that we are to be living 
stones implies that we are to be rooted in something 
that is firm, yet we are called to grow and to move as 
we learn more and have a variety of  experiences.”   
Ask: Could we learn something from the image of  a 
simple chalkboard being changed overnight? 
Changed often.  No two drawings were the same, 
and no one could anticipate when how where the 
next drawing would show up or what it might look 
like.  How do you respond to these ideas?  

Closing

Invite the group to imagine a space they are in each 
day (the office, the kitchen, a coffee shop) Silently 
imagine what a surprising act of  creativity might 
look like in that space. Then, pray together, asking 
God to move in surprising and wonderful ways as we 
become living stones.
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