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Prepare in Advance 

Before the Session
• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view. 
• Review the video of Jennifer Hudson in car karaoke.

• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities 
to help better facilitate the discussion. 

Introduce

• Ask the group, is there someone in your life that you 
identify by their behavior? Their tell-tale laugh, the way 
they cheer at their child’s ball game, the jokes they 
tell? Tell about that person. Have you ever been 
surprised by this person’s behavior?

• How do we recognize behavior that identifies someone 
as a follower of Christ? Read 1 John 3:1-7. Watch the 
Bible Background Video.

Ask and Discuss

Say: James Corden’s late night show has a “bit” in 
which he takes celebrities on car rides and they sing 
along to the radio. The absurdity of seeing a celebrity 
act in surprising ways has become a viral video. 
Show the video of Jennifer Hudson. You may want to 
stop the video at 5:15, for time.

• What was surprising about Jennifer Hudson in this 
video? James Corden? Did they act the way you 
would expect? 

• What did it mean to see Jennifer in an unexpected 
place? 

• It seems as if Jennifer was both having fun, aware of 
the “bit,” and being her authentic self. How do you 
react to that? How does authenticity matter for our life 
of faith? 

• Parts of Jennifer’s story were present in this silly video: 
her experience at Burger King, the way she resonated 
with one of “her” songs. When we think about a 
person being identified as part of Christian community, 
how does their whole story matter? 

• The Bible Background Video reminds us that it matters 
how we behave and act. Do you think this matters in 
the life of a Christian? 

• Do we make space for people to live authentically in 
our Christian communities? 

Say: A new book Searching for Sunday released this 
week. In it, Rachel Held Evans says, “Right is not the 
point. What I longed for with church, and what I think a 
lot of people long for, is not an exclusive club of like-
minded individuals, but a community of broken and 
beloved people, telling one another the truth and 
taking it all a day at a time. What I longed for was 
sanctuary -- a place to breathe, to be myself, to 
wrestle with the mystery, to confess my sins and 
explore my doubts.” Do you think people long for 
space to “tell the truth”? Have you found such a 
space, and was it in Christian community? 

Pray

Pray together to end the session, praying for space to 
“tell the truth” and create sanctuary.
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