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Prepare in Advance

Before the Session
• Retrieve, review, and have ready the media listed 

below (links are provided on this session’s webpage). 

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view. 
• Review the article about Kelly On My Mind and Payday 

Lenders.
• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities 

to help better facilitate the discussion. 

Introduce

• Ask the group, when was the last time you were 
emotionally invested in something enough to take 
action? Can you tell about a time when you were 
moved to action because of gratitude, gladness or 
anger? In the story we read today of Jesus driving 
merchants out of the temple, Jesus acts. 

• Read John 2:13-22 out loud. Ask the group, what 
would it take for you to take action as drastically as 
Jesus does here?

• Watch the Bible Background Video.

Discuss

• This week, many Christians have been moved to 
action on behalf of a convicted woman on death row. 
The scheduled execution of Kelly Gissendaner 
prompted petitions with more than 75,000 signatures, 
prayers, candlelight vigils, social media activism to 
plead with Georgia’ Governer Deal to let her remain in 
prison rather than be executed. While a conversation 
about different views on the death penalty might be 
meaningful for your group, a bigger observation might 
connect us to today’s scripture. 

• When are we, as the Church, moved enough to act? 
• The #KellyOnMyMind effort unified thousands of 

people to act and plead for mercy. Another example of 
action is how some churches, from different racial 
backgrounds, are working together to combat Payday 
Lenders who take advantage of people in need. 

• Show the excerpt from The Church and Payday 
Lenders

• In either of these stories, how do you see actions that 
remind you of what Jesus does in John 2:13-22? 

Ask

• Imagine you were in the temple that day. What did you 
see happen? How do you explain Jesus’ actions? 

• Jesus turning over these particular tables did not end 
the practice of taking advantage of people, nor did 
#KellyOnMyMind end the death penalty. Efforts for 
change do not always end the injustices, but do the 
stories still matter? Why? 

• Do you use the term righteous anger? What does that 
mean? 

• “Anger often tells us that we feel threatened in some 
way.” Is this true for you? How do “threats” move you 
to take action? 

• Kelly Gissendaner’s video named how this case 
“pushes the logic of our faith to its outermost limits.” 
What happens at the outermost limits? What actions 
result from the outermost limits of faith? 

• What makes you angry? Are there injustices in the 
world that move you, like these stories of speaking out 
for mercy or facing predatory lenders head on? 

Pray

Invite group members to name, in a word or a phrase, 
situations that make them angry in the world. Pray 
aloud for the wisdom and strength to be part of 
turning over the tables in these situations.
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