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Prepare in Advance

Before the Session:
• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.
• Review the article and pictures about the Friendship 9.

• Read Psalm 111 so you are familiar with the passage. 

Introduce

• Ask the group, Is hindsight 20/20? Share what this 
phrase means and invite people to share examples of 
times when hindsight has given them clarity.

• Read Psalm 111 out loud. Watch the Bible 
Background Video.
Say: This week, a judge has thrown out the 
convictions of Civil Rights Activists called the 
Friendship Nine. These nine black men, who were 
college students at the time, were arrested for sitting 
at a whites-only lunch counter in 1961. They spent 
time in jail because of a "jail, no bail," strategy which 
was a tool in the fight for civil rights. Invite the group to 
think about what it means that this conviction is 
thrown out so many year later. Invite the group to 
respond to this story, and share this quote from Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: “Evil may so shape events 
that Caesar will occupy a palace and Christ a cross, 
but that same Christ arose and split history into A.D. 
and B.C., so that even the life of Caesar must be 
dated by his name. Yes, ‘the arc of the moral universe 
is long, but it bends toward justice.’”

Ask

• The psalm today invites us to think about hindsight, to 
recall God’s work and our history. When you recall, do 
your stories tell much about God? 

• Looking back in the past can cause us to recognize 
painful moments, like the arrest of the Friendship Nine. 
How do we often story those parts of our past? 

• The judge who threw out the convictions said, “We 
cannot rewrite history, but we can right history.” What 
does that mean to you? What is shifting if we attempt 
to “right” history? 

• The “acrostic” Nikki explained in the Bible Background 
Video describes God’s work over time. The MLK quote 
also names that justice is happening, over time. How 

do these reminders challenge you? In what way are 
we challenged to be a part of God’s work of justice? 

• What is the good news in the story of the Friendship 
Nine? 

• If we insert the word awareness, what might the verse 
mean to us? Awareness “is the beginning of wisdom.” 
What might awareness mean as we recall God’s 
activity through out lifetime and through stories of 
injustice? How does wisdom come from being aware?  

Pray to end the session.

Close in time of prayer.

By Erin Hall
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