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Prepare in Advance

Before the Session
• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.
• Review the article and pictures about What Dr. King 

Saw.
• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities 

to help better facilitate the discussion.

Introduction

• Invite the group to share about a time they had an 
important message to say to someone, maybe a 
family member, or a special group by asking the 
following questions. 

• When you shared the information were you more 
concerned with what you had to say or how they 
would hear and respond to it? 

• Do we sometimes focus on what we want to get 
across more than the people who will hear us?

• Have someone read Jonah 3:1-10 out loud. Invite the 
group to note each of the characters involved in this 
message. How do you imagine each of the people 
experience the message?

• Watch the Bible Background Video.
• Discuss: This past week marked the remembrance of 

the legacy Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s work. Many of 
us can quote some of his powerful words. When we 
think of civil rights marches and speeches, we often 
think of the leaders, those in the forefront of the 
movement. One collection of photographs invites us to 
look carefully at the people present at the marches, to 
consider the movement through their experiences. 

• Show the photographs of what Dr. King saw.

Ask

• What do you see in the faces of these photographs? 
What do you imagine they are feeling as they hear 
these speeches? 

• How does the perspective shift when we focus on the 
people who heard rather than the man who was 
telling? 

• How do these pictures challenge us as we think about 
the people who participate in a prophetic message? 

Whether it’s Jonah, Dr. MLK Jr. or modern day 
prophetic voices, what must we remember about the 
listeners?

• Is it risky when a community responds to the message 
they have experienced? Is there a challenge to some 
of us if the hearers actually “get” the message and 
respond? 

• How would our communication change if we stop to 
consider the people who hear our messages - what 
we hope for them, what we trust them to do, what 
they might teach us?

Closing

Pray to end the session, offering this thought from 
Pastor Nadia Bolz Weber:  “But the more you see 
suffering and injustice around you, the more you pray, 
and the more you pray the more connected you are to 
that suffering, and the more connected you are to that 
suffering the more connected you are to the crucified 
and risen Christ. For these silken threads of prayer 
which connect us to God and to one another and 
even to our enemies are how God is stitching our 
broken humanity back together. So church, pray 
without ceasing and do not lose heart. For God has 
some stuff to do.  In the name of Jesus, Amen.”

By Erin Hall
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