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Prepare in Advance

Facilitator: In advance of the session:
• Review the article and video about Stuart Scott (links 

are provided on this session’s webpage).

• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities 
to help better facilitate the discussion.

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.

Introduce

• Invite the group to reflect on the word “spirit.” As much 
as it is a churchy word sometimes, how is this word 
used in our wider culture? Positively or negatively? 

• Have someone read Acts 19:1-10 out loud. Watch the 
Bible Background Video. 

Discuss

Invite discussion: Most of us heard this week about 
the death of a popular sports reporter, Stuart Scott. 
He battled cancer for years, living a robust life as he 
also experienced this illness. Since his death, his 
speech when he won the 2014 Jimmy V Award has 
been trending. His words offer a challenge for life lived 
in spite of what is expected, life intentionally shaped by 
a person’s claimed identity. Share the video of Stuart’s 
speech, asking the group to hear his words in light the 
idea of living life in the Spirit. 

Ask

• Why do you think people are inspired by this speech? 
What does this speech evoke for you? 

• Paul leads the people to live in a way that is not easily 
understood by everyone; involving risks. Do we usually 
characterize our life of faith in this way, or is our life of 
faith more tame?

• Stuart Scott’s practices while he lived with cancer 
included activities that seemed to defy labels of illness 
and dying. Talk about what this indicates about the life 
he chose to live. What might this teach us about life 
that is shaped by the spirit of God?

• “When you die, it does not mean that you lose to 
cancer,” Scott said. “You beat cancer by how you live, 
why you live, and in the manner in which you live.” 
Does Scott’s life suggest that he beat cancer? What 
might our lives defeat, by the way we live?

• How do you connect the image of baptism with the 
stories we have heard today? What stands out to you 
about life, intentionality, and defiant hope when you 
think about the images of water that happen in 
baptism?

Pray

Pray together, using Scott’s statement to shape your 
prayers. “God of all life, we ask for guidance in the 
Spirit because it matters how we live, why we live, and 
in the manner in which we live.” Offer a moment of 
silence. 

By Erin Hall
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